	[image: image10.png]



	[image: image11.jpg]N ¢

UFEFACINEMA






	Pressemitteilung
	


	[image: image1.png]



	[image: image2.jpg]N ¢

UFEFACINEMA








UFA Cinema films best-selling teen book and radio series THE DEVIL’S KICKERS
The stars of the teen rock band APOLLO 3 become big screen heroes! 

Munich, 27 July 2009. Kick-off time for THE DEVIL’S KICKERS (DIE TEUFELSKICKER): On 07 Jul 2009, shooting began in Cologne on UFA Cinema’s new family adventure film. It is directed by Granz Henman (KEIN BUND FÜR’S LEBEN, KNALLHARTE JUNGS) based on a screenplay written by Christopher Silver (NORTH FACE, GOODBYE, LENIN!) 

After their storming debut single "Superhelden", the Cologne teen rock band Apollo 3 are now headed for the big screen. Singer Henry Horn plays "Moritz" the main character, guitarist Dario Barbanti plays his classmate "Alex" and MC Marvin Schlatter joins the party as gang member "Shadow". 

Moritz's parents are played by Diana Amft (DOCTOR'S DIARY) and Benno Fürmann (NORTH FACE, WHY MEN DON’T LISTEN AND WOMEN PARK BADLY), with Armin Rohde (KEINOHRHASEN) and Catherine Flemming (COMMISSARIO LAURENTI) and Reiner Schöne ((T)RAUMSCHIFF SURPRISE) in other roles. Moritz’s kicker friends are played by Cosima Henman (Catrina), Yassine Gourar (Mehmet), Sammy Scheuritzel (Niko) and Kaan Aydogdu (Enes), among others.
THE DEVIL’S KICKERS is a UFA Cinema co-production with Phoenix Film. Its executive producers are Thomas Peter Friedl, Mark Brunnemann, Dr. Jürgen Schuster, Wolf Bauer and Nico Hofmann. Patrick Zorer is overseeing the production, which is sponsored by the Filmstiftung NRW (Film Foundation NRW), Medienboard Berlin-Brandenburg, the Filmförderungsanstalt (German Film Board) and the Deutscher Filmförderfond (German Film Promotion Fund). ZDF is the co-production partner. 

THE DEVIL’S KICKERS will be shot over 40 days in Cologne, Berlin, Bonn and the greater Cologne region. 

Storyline: 

Moritz loves football, and the club his father trains, SV Hulstorf, is his home. It hits him hard when his parents split up. He and his rather eccentric, "no idea about football" mother have to move in with his grumpy grandpa Rudi - who just happens to live in the same town as the arrogant and wealthy Mark, the star of the local club, VfB Eichstädt. He and Moritz become antagonists right from the start. 

  

Moritz finds new friends during fierce street kick-abouts: the brothers Mehmet and Enes, Niko, the somewhat peculiar Alex, and, adding more fuel to the fire, Mark's sister, Catrina, who has a career as a ballerina mapped out for her. Gradually even grandpa Rudi begins to relax a bit
  

When the Devilkickers decide to revive the old club "Sportfreunde Blau-Gelb" (Blue-yellow Sports Fans) on a football pitch that has completely gone to seed, they discover that their new coach Rudi used to play there himself and was an excellent footballer. 

    

Shortly before their first major tournament Moritz's father suddenly reappears to take him back to Hulstorf. But Moritz realises that it is now more important to help his new friends, as it is imperative for them to reach the final of the tournament. The Devilkickers do in fact manage to fight their way through to the longed-for final, where they encounter their enemy Mark and his team. 

  

The Devilkickers now face their biggest challenge! 

DEVIL’S KICKERS is a strong brand, with 1 million print and audio books already sold across Germany and thousands of young fans visiting their heroes online each day at teufelskicker.de. Football fans - boys and girls – identify with their heroes in the stories. Because as well as being about passion for football, DEVIL’S KICKERS is mainly about friendship and teamwork, and problems, big and small, with parents and school, rivalry and competition – in other words, about everyday life and its ups and downs. But above all, it has an important message: you can do it - anywhere, anytime!  The DEVIL’S KICKERS must learn to adapt to new situations in everyday life, cope with difficult tasks and resolve disputes. Giving up is out of the question. A DEVIL’S KICKER takes challenges head-on! 

DEVIL’S KICKERS is based on the eponymous bestselling books and radio plays by Frauke Nahrgang (published by Verlagsgruppe Random House’s CBJ imprint and Sony Music’s Europa label) and will open in cinemas on 11 March 2010.
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UFA Cinema ist ein Unternehmen der UFA. Die UFA wiederum ist die Dachgesellschaft aller deutschen 
Produktionsaktivitäten der FremantleMedia
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